About us

Newcastle University Farms comprises around 800 hectares across two main sites,
Cockle Park and Nafferton Farms, with dairy, arable and beef enterprises.  The farm is a commercial holding providing a first-class facility for teaching and research.  

Arable covers around 450 hectares across all sites.  Cropping is all combinable and has trials integrated into the system.  The farm operates modern equipment using precision technology which is used for commercial farming as well as providing data for research.

The dairy unit comprises 250 cows with a split spring and autumn block calving based Nafferton Farm with heifers and beef animals reared at Cockle Park, production is focused on grassland management.  A straw based pig unit is in development at Cockle Park.

About the role

The role will provide of farming experience including dairy, beef, arable and pigs (due Autumn 2026) and the successful candidate will gain a broad understanding of our farm enterprises in operation at NU Farms.  

Duties will include supporting the existing NU Farms team with milking, calf rearing, corn carting, cultivating and other general farm work

The successful candidate will have the opportunity to learn other aspects of farming including trial work, insight into farm management and an opportunity to undertake a farm based project.  The successful candidate will also have the opportunity to attend appropriate agricultural events and conferences which may include Groundswell, Northumberland County Show, Great Yorkshire Show and the Northern Farming Conference.

Training will be provided as necessary but may include Telehandler, PA1, PA2, medicine administration, AI and foot trimming.

You must have a full driving licence and use of your own vehicle.  Experience in driving agricultural machinery including tractors, telehandlers and combines is desirable.

For further information or for a general discussion about the role please contact James Standen on 07833 045285 or james.standen@newcastle.ac.uk  

What we can offer you

· 1 Year Student Placement Opportunity working at NU Farms
· Hands on farming experience with ongoing training and support 
· Starting as soon as possible until September 2027. 
· Full time position including alternate weekends. 37 hours per week plus overtime as required.
· 30 days paid holiday per year, plus bank holidays and additional University closure days
· Competitive Salary
· Accommodation – available if required.

How to apply

Please send your CV and letter of application outlining how you can evidence the skills,
experience and knowledge set out in the job description to nu.farms@ncl.ac.uk
